Gale School's fate to be decided Friday
By JIM

CLARK

jciark@citizen.com

BELMONT - The fate of
the historic Old Gale School
will be decided at Friday's annual meeting of the Shaker
Regional School District.
The deliberative portion of
the meeting gets underway at
7 p.m. in the gymnasium of
Belmont High School. Voting
for school district officers will
take place from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Friday.
The structure that became
the Old Gale School was built
in 1894. It is located behind
the Belmont Middle School
on School Street. The issue of
what to do with the historic
building-whether to restore
it or tear it down-has been
going on for the past 10years.
Three warrant articles affecting the Old Gale School
will be discussed and voted
on Friday night. The article
supported by the Shaker Regional School Board would
appropriate $71,000 in new
taxes to.raze the school. A total of $35,000of previously
authorized funding would be
appropriated to build a facility used to house items currently contained in the Old
Gale School building, which
is currently used for storage.
Two other articles are supported by the Save Our Gale
School Committee. One
would appropriate $122,878in
new taxesto move the school
to a location at the corner of
Concord Street and Memorial Drive in Belmont.
The total appropriation
would be $237,878with the
$115,000difference already
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budgeted. If approved, the increase in the tax rate for Bel-.
mont residents would be.15
cents per thousand dollars of
assessed property valuation.

by voters during the Shaker Regional

For Canterbury residents, the
increase would be 11 cents
per thousand dollars of assessed property valuation.
The other article would
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raise $77,979in new taxes to
keep the Old Gale SchQolin
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its current location. The
total appropriation would
be $187,450 with the
$110,000difference already
funded.
If approved, the increase in the Belmont tax
rate would be an extra
eight cents per thousand
dollars of assessed property valuation and six cents
per thousand dollars for
Canterbury taxpayers. If
Shaker school district voters decide to approve this
article, the money would
be used to stabilize the deteriorated foundation of
the structure and make
other repairs. Seen from
the outside, the building
is currently in dilapidated condition.
The Shaker Regional
School Board has gone on
record as favoring the
demolition of the Old Gale
School building. The Save
Our Gale School Committee favors either keeping
the school at its current location or moving it to Concord Street.
The committee wants to
see the building restored
and used for SAU office
space. SAUofficesare currently housed in the
Memorial Building. If the
committee has its way;the
Memorial Building would
be used to accommodate
preschool and kindergarten classes.
If voters decide that the
building will be preserved

and stay in its present location, it will be used solely for school district purposes. If it is moved to
Concord Street, it could be
used either by the school
district or as a community meeting place.
If Old Gale School remains in its present location and is not torn down
it would remain eligible to
be included in the National Historical Register,
which designates buildings that have local historical significance.
Diane Marden, chairman of Save Our Gale
School Committee, says
the building is a "community icon, a historic Victorian structure that continues to have strong ties to
the community."
Marden said that demol"ishing
the
building
"makes no sense financially" and that to save it
and maintain it at its current location would cost
considerably less than demolishing and building a
new storage facility at the
site. She said her committee funded a structural
study which indicated
that while the foundation
needs to be replaced, the
building itself remains
structurally sound.
The position of the
Shaker School Board is
that demolition of Old
Gale School is preferable
to restoration at the current site or moving the
building
to Concord
Street. The board is concerned that if the building
is moved to Concord
Street, it is not known

how much it will cost to
restore the building, how
long it will take, and what
its future use will be.
The Save Our Gale
School Committee currently has five active
members. The committee
was formed in August
2006with the purpose of
embarking on a fundraising campaign to save the
building from eventual
demolition.
At its inception the
committee was formed as
a non-profit tax deductible organization.
Marden said that over the
years $61,000in services
and material have been
committed.
Marden said the committee and the school
board have been unable to
resolve their differences
regarding the future of
Old Gale School building.
Marden admitted that she
is uncertain of how Friday night's vote will go because of general voter apathy on the issue.
The structure which
eventually became the
Gale School was constructed by Cyris Norris
for the town of Belmont in
1894.
It was later named for
Napolean B. Gale,a prominent banker in Laconia in
the mid-1800s. The Gale
Memorial Library in Laconia is named after him.
Over the decades the
building served as an elementary school and later
included junior high and
high school students. In
1937,Belmont High School
was constructed and in

1955,the Memorial School secondary school art classwas constructed for first es.
through third grades, and
In 1985,the Belmont Elthe Gale School was then ementary School was conused for administrative of- structed on Gilmanton
fices,the school nurse, and Road (State Route 140

East) with SAU offices
transferred to the Memorial Building. Since then
the Old Gale School has
been used exclusively for
storage.

